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critic of modes and manners, Mr. Bernard Shaw, is credited
with the saying that "he who can, does; he who can not,
teaches."1 The teacher may comfort himself with the thought
that similarly shrewd thrusts have been aimed at the doctor,
the lawyer, and the clergyman—not to speak of the plumber.
Teaching as England took a longer time than some other
anybody*s job countries to make up her mind that teaching is
not anybody's job. Only so long ago as 1861,
a Royal Commission, reporting on the state of elementary
education, quoted the assistant commissioners' descriptions of
what they had actually found in the "schools for the people"
which they had visited. The report on the London schools,
which is of a piece with all the rest, stated: "None are too old,
too poor, too sickly, too unqualified in any or every way, to
regard themselves, and to be regarded by others, as unfit for
school-keeping. . . . Domestic servants out of place, discharged
barmaids, vendors of toys or lollipops, keepers of small eating-
houses, of mangles . . . needlewomen who take in plain or
slop work . . . consumptive patients in an advanced stage;
cripples almost bedridden; persons of at least doubtful tem-
perance; men and women of 70 or even 80 years of age;
persons who spell badly (mostly women I grieve to say), who
can scarcely write, and who cannot cipher at all."
Such were the possibilities of the teaching office as late as
the 1860's. When the Act of 1870 was passed, permitting
school boards to compel the attendance at school of children
between four and thirteen, and aiming at the provision of "a
school place for every child in the land," a beginning was made
of squeezing out of existence the dismally inefficient dame
schools and other private schools. But it is to be noted that the
Act of 1870, whilst it multiplied elementary schools, did
1 It is true that this saying refers to the person who " takes pupils'*
after failing as an artist, not to the ordinary teacher. But if anyone is in
doubt as to Shaw's opinion of ordinary teachers, he had better try the
Preface to Misalliance.

